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Road Safety and UNECE





The Agenda 2030 and Road Safety
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

3.6. By 2020, halve the number of global 
deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents.

11.2. By 2030, provide access to safe, 
affordable, accessible and sustainable 
transport systems for all, improving road 
safety, notably by expanding public transport, 
with special attention to the needs of those in 
vulnerable situations, women, children, 
persons with disabilities and older persons.

Two targets are directly relevant for road safety



Road Safety and UNECE





Where to start?

Global Framework Plan of Action for Road Safety

• Evolves from the Global
Plan for the Decade of
Action for Road Safety: 
- five pillars for road safety 
as the essential blocks for
creating sound national 
road safety systems
- safe system approach

• Is specific on (interconnected)
actions across areas to be 
taken by different actors

• Covers any action necessary
for attaining the 12 road
safety performance targets 
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traffic should comprise the following action: 
1) Adopt rules for registration of vehicles that include strict vehicle 

inspection schemes 
2) Adopt rules on vehicle’s identification marks 
3) Establish vehicle’s minimum safety requirements for admission to 

traffic, both for new and/or imported second hand vehicles (braking, 
electronic stability control, steering, tires, lighting and lighting 
devices, safety belts, child restraint anchorages (ISOfix), crash 
protection against front-, lateral- and pole-side- impact, pedestrian 
protection, child restraint systems and helmets, front and rear 
underrun protection, safety glazing) 

4) Put in place a regime for vehicle certification for both new and/or 
imported second hand vehicles with requirements for the 
certification processes, designation of technical services and/or 
inspectors, their facilities and knowledge, quality control and 
conformity of production and/or market surveillance. 

5) Put in place a regime for periodic technical inspection of vehicles in 
use (registered) with requirements of scope, frequency of 
inspections, inspection items, test methods   
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should comprise the following action: 
1) Authorize inspection centers, which may include privately operated 

workshops, for technical inspections and supervise and audit 
inspection centers

2) Carry out road side technical checks including load securing (police 
and technical inspectors, enforcement technology e.g. mobile 
testing stations, portable inspection tools)

3) Establish and interlink databases for vehicle registration, periodic 
technical inspection and technical roadside inspections 

4) Undertake import/export control on new and used vehicles 
5) Apply effectively penalties for use of vehicles with expired 

certificates 
6) Apply effectively penalties to inspection centers and use anti-

corruption mechanism 
7) Assess effectiveness of vehicle enforcement activities by use of 

appropriate indicators 
8) Ensure sufficient budget for inspection, supervision and audit  
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This area focused on awareness-raising for users and training for
inspectors should comprise the following action:

1) Conduct campaigns to raise general awareness of safety benefits
from safety systems of vehicles and proper equipment,
importance of continuous vehicle-maintenance and proper
use of safety related systems and equipment.

2) Carry out targeted campaigns for specific groups of users (e.g.
equipment for safe transport of children in vehicles, motorcycle
helmets)

3) Train, re-train and test inspectors to carry out high
quality inspection and technical check

4) Assess effectiveness of education activities by use of appropriate
indicators

5) Ensure adequate budget for education and training
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Core United Nations conventions on road safety

- 1949 Convention on Road Traffic
- 1968 Convention on Road Traffic 
- 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals
- 1970 European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles engaged in International Road 
Transport
- 1958 Agreement concerning the Adoption of Harmonized Technical United Nations Regulations 
for Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which can be Fitted and/or be Used on Wheeled Vehicles 
and the Conditions for Reciprocal Recognition of Approvals Granted on the Basis of these United 
Nations Regulations (Revision 3) 
- 1997 Agreement concerning the Adoption of Uniform Conditions for Periodical 
Technical Inspections of Wheeled Vehicles and the Reciprocal Recognition of Such 
Inspections
- 1998 Agreement concerning the Establishing of Global Technical Regulations for Wheeled 
Vehicles, Equipment and Parts which can be fitted and / or be used on Wheeled Vehicles
- 1957 European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road

 



Why does it matter?
Why vehicle regulations (new vehicles) ?

Several versions of a given model are built, because:
• Left Hand Drive 
• Right Hand Drive
• The US/Canada version
• The Rest of the World (e.g. for countries with

low fuel quality)… Global NCAP

UNECE

Same type
Same model
Same brut price

Different safety 
depending on 
national legal 
requirements
(no airbags, 
lower quality 
material, less 
welding points, 
fewer structure 
components, 
etc…)

Global NCAP



The most important UN Vehicle
Regulations to make a change to road safety



Latest activities

The “Safer and Cleaner Used Vehicles for Africa” project, funded by the 
United Nations Road Safety Fund (UNRSF) is co-led by UNEP and UNECE

 Minimum set of requirements for new and used vehicles for Africa. 
 Policies and regulation systems to ensure compliance with the agreed 

requirements
 Inspection and monitoring framework establishment
 Training, information and communication to support national/regional 

capacity building



Thank you
Walter.Nissler@un.org
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